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Media information 

 
Pura Vida in Zurich: the magic of Costa Rica at FESPO 2017  
 
Zurich, 21 September 2016 – FESPO, the largest Swiss holiday and travel trade fair promises a 

very special treat next year: host country, the Central American natural paradise of Costa Rica 

will cast a spell over nature lovers, sports fans, sun worshippers and those with an interest in 

culture from 26 to 29 January 2017.  

 

Costa Rica is the ideal travel destination for the most varied of interests - this natural paradise combines 

magnificent landscapes, tremendous volcanoes, dense jungles and fantastic tropical beaches. "We are 

very pleased to have been able to acquire this dream destination as our host country and are convinced 

that Costa Rica will be an attractive crowd puller for FESPO 2017," enthuses Exhibition Manager 

Stephan Amstad. "Together with a wide range of other exhibitors, we are already looking forward with 

delight to our 27th FESPO exhibition."  

 

Diverse natural paradise  

As one of the safest countries in Latin America, Costa Rica is in great demand with the Swiss and the 

accommodation on offer covers a particularly broad spectrum: from simple cabañas to eco-lodges and 

5-star spa hotels, accommodation in all price categories awaits visitors. The country's biodiversity is one 

of the best examples in the world: with a total area of 51,100 m2, this small nation is only slightly larger 

than Switzerland, but our country's tropical counterpart is home to 5% of the flora and fauna of the entire 

planet. A mere 320 kilometres separates the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, so hopping from coast to coast 

is no problem. Over a quarter of the country is given over to nature reserves and the exotic animal world 

with over 900 birds and hundreds of species of mammals and reptiles is bound to impress. A world-

leader in sustainable tourism, it is easy for travellers to make contact with local service providers in 

Costa Rica, who have signed up to sustainable, low-impact tourism. Here, the state Tourist Authority 

has already certified more than 300 companies for sustainable tourism thanks to the CST (Certificate 

for Sustainable Tourism) programme. The green heart of Central America is one of the most important 

nature travel destinations in the world and is also a ground breaker in terms of sustainable eco-tourism. 

Costa Rica will soon be particularly easy for Swiss travellers to reach: from May 2017, Edelweiss Air will 

offer a twice-weekly direct flight from Zurich to the capital, San José.  

  



  

 

 

Further highlights of FESPO 2017 

It is not only the host country Costa Rica that has such a wide variety to offer, but also the whole of 

FESPO 2017, so again next year, an extensive range of countries will present themselves to those 

interested in travel. As its special theme, FESPO 2017 will extensively celebrate "Adventurous train 

journeys". Rail travel is enjoying something of a revival - whether it's a trip on the Trans-Siberian Railway 

across Russia, the "Ghan" in Australia or the Glacier Express through the Swiss mountain world: the 

possibilities are endless and the services offered top class.  

 

The Holiday and Travel Fair takes place from 12 to 15 January 2017 on the BERNEXPO exhibition site 

in Bern, ahead of FESPO in Zurich. The main theme of this show will be "Boat travel".  

 

For further information please contact:  

Adrian Erni, Communications Officer, +41 31 313 01 30, adrian.erni@republica.ch 

 

Further information about Costa Rica can be found at: www.visitcostarica.com 

 

 

FESPO at a glance 

FESPO is the largest Holiday and Travel Fair in Switzerland. Occupying 25,000 m2 of exhibition 

space, around 650 exhibitors will have a presence in six halls of Messe Zurich. In 2016, about 

62,000 travel fans visited the event. Golfmesse takes place at the same time as FESPO.  

Fair dates:    26 to 29 January 2017  

Opening times:    Thursday to Sunday, 10.00 - 18.00 hours 

Event location:    Halls 1 to 6, Messe Zurich, Zurich-Oerlikon 

Prices:    Adults - CHF 15  

   Schoolchildren, students, trainees/apprentices, senior citizens 

   and surviving dependants/disabled persons - CHF 10. 

   Accompanied children up to 16 years free-of-charge 

FESPO website:   www.fespo.ch  

Special theme in 2017:  http://bit.ly/2bXcTaW  
Pictures:    http://bit.ly/2csO2Pg  
Previous communications:  http://bit.ly/2bEbpiL  

Concurrent trade fair (Hall 5): www.golfmesse.ch  

Partner fair in Bern:  www.ferienmesse.ch - 12 to 15 January 2017 
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